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THE MYSTERY OF THE SILVER BOWL FROM KLDEETI (GEORGIA):
IS THIS A PORTRAIT OF MARCUS AURELIUS?
Lana Chologauri

b0bodgdomyg LGl 33mggzoLb Logsbos gobyymo Logyznbol 40-006 Bermgddo 3mEggmal
LodoMmgobdy  sdmAgbomn  g9Mzbemal  ®odo s Fobdy  dGSbamo  3mEEM G MmO
a0dmbabyymgdals SbemgdnMn 0b@gMm3Mmg@ e300l I3gmmds. 3mEggonl LadsMmgseba, MmIgmacs
1941-1942 Bemgddo 0d6s m8mBgboemn o dgbbogmamn, a300656@039M0 babolb Ladsmmggmml
obEmGnobs s oG gMosmuMo Mol 33mg3goobsmgal gMm-gMmn 136ndzbgmmmzgsebglo
dgamos. Ladomm3bal dobams s gombEgdal sbascnda gommgo mmImsmadal doge 1957 Byl
0dbs  g93mg3994690ygmn  6odMmm3dn " 3mEggonl  LadsMmgaba, sbsma  BgmmamGabgals I
Lo 3mbabs”. 50badbeemn 6sdMHMn Emgdwg gMMsEgMma 3mdemn (3055, MmBgemas 9db3goo300b
8096 dgbbogmomon s dom 09 saommdmogo dmbobmmgmdals 8o @oMmdgmmo LadsMmbgdnwsb
dmammzgdgemo dobaemal 3m33mgdbn® smbgmsl, omamomgdabs s 33mggel gdmgbgds. mbs
5006036mb, G dmem smbmgmmaddo gobbmM(309mgdema s dgmmmann@o 5d8mhgbgdobs o
Lodg(36096m bosbmggdob eaMmM3gded 3mwggmal badsmmazbal dobaemals bgmobsoma gosdMgdabs
5 3m33mgdba@o 33ma3980L oM 30emgdemmdal ghmagzetn Bobsdnmmds d9486s. LEmMMgE 3
dbGog  gobbmMz0gmadym  3mbBMm0d 300 dgadmgds honmgommlb Babsdwgdemg LEsdoo,
3oz 3mggonlb §mmgz@ogm 3sbamsebge mMogbGomgdamo.

3ggool badstmmgbols s@dgmmmaoymo doboms m@ doMomoe xanxb dmoagb. gbgbas:
‘94390 (3008 s@3mPgbamo ©s gombMomn LadsMmbgdal 0b396@ M0’ ©s ‘gdLb3gwa(znol dogm
a00bMoaa badombgdo s 06396@0M0’. ol Fobomes, HmIgmoa(z Bgommememaon oM Jgmemao
300bMbs3g  0dbs  smdmBgboma s dmgg0sbgdom  dgacmggdamo  sanmmdMngo
3mbabemgmdobasb, Medgbndy (g. mm3mamadol sbGom, 2-0ob 4-dwg) 0b3ydszoncma badambab
F39609mg dmmbgymo 0bgz96@oM0s. 5xmbndbymoa 0bz96@ M0 sbggzg 99M™06gL 03 oMmdgmmo
Lodombob (bLadamba 0) dobomaba(s, AmIgmo(s bobommdmng §4L3gwn(303 go630bws [mmdmsmady
1957: 3-5, 11-12]. Lodbgbotmm, gdb3gmn(300d3mg omdmhgboma  dobomal oG Jgmmmaono
3M6894LE0  Bomosbo  @eMM3gYm0s S o3eMgmos  abgon  3b0dgbgmmgebgbo
0bgzm@3o(309, 9 MmM3gemo bogmo GmM3ge LadoMmbdn s Mo sgomsl nym asbmagbgdyma. o3
boobboesb  aodmdanbomyg, gdb3gnznedmyg  o@dmBgbamo  dobomal  omsMoamgdabs s
0B M3 9@ 30090 goM339mmo boMormggdo 0hgbl mo3L, omy3g@ gL o9y 3og00m3zomabbabgdm
33g@L, Bm3 Lodammgbol yzgmedy 360d3bgmmzgebo o Mmgambalnbm GG gn998gd0, LbmMgw
oM@ggamo badembgdal ab396@sM0s. 93 bz gsbbsgmmMmgdom 360d3bgmmzgebos mdmmb
dmmgomemo  safMoxgo, Mmdmalb  ggdsdg, LogeMonome, sanmmdfmngn  @oazemmgbal
3O GO G aodmbobymgdss o@obowmo.

113068 94LEM® gsmbMoma LodsMbgymn 0bgzgbGomn BoMmdmmagbormns dgdgan bogomgdoo:
dM0bxombs o  M30balb  noMom-badm@ggmo; M3060L  LadgyMmbgm  bgmbobym-osmemgdo;
3M0bgxombs s 6 3060L (3696006 o 3B ML gBOmMgda; 060bd @S Mabal FyGggma; mdHmU,
3963bmob, d3Mabgombs o 30bol Ladmbgm®sb ©s3s3daMgdnma ofLgbysmgda; dzoMgsbo
mommbol, J39d0L, 3obobs @ 35LG0L ddng-bodgoymo; ggMbmob, dgmobs s dMabygoml
Lo gPEmB™ ©o60dbymadol bogmgdo; dM0bxomb Lszg@o dmbymdammds; mdmmbs s 3gMbemal
3mby@gd0 s 39M(3beab FnFdgmo [mmdmomadg 1957: 12]. 3emeggodo smdmBgboema 396 3beab
Fneggmo  Bamdmmagbomos  dgdgan  9a3dgd3momgdoom:  gdbdgnznedmy  smBmAgbaemo
Bogggmomo 3mbybol dmygebommdol d6Gygmdomosbn, Lawsbgoedmnsbo xsdn (N8-51:1) wo
99L3g@0300L Bog® N4 LodsMbdo gscmbmommn dobo sbsmmmany®o gsdo (N8-51:2); 30bs30L/ K30l
Jbemo (N11-57:75); 306530L/%530b 65383693900 5 mMBs3g6G0Mgdemo §Moadngb@gdo (N11-
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57:76); 6o (35600 30bos@emmo gadggmoa(?), 9.6. 35605 gabxsbo (3. cmm3msmadals dobgogom),
Mmdgmms bgedoMo 39MEG 0o NG 35bgmn@gdomss @ogscmma (N11-57:42) (§0d. 1:1-4,7)
(LBdG0sdn Fm(393m0 bogmgdal Lonbggb@omm bmdMgdo gyMEbmds 5Ms g. mmImsmadal 19576.
653MmmAL, 3M33g0 dgoMmgobo mommbgdal Bmbonb My39begm bonbzgb@omm 3dmbsa3935dL).
3ggmab badsMmgzgabdy sdmhbgbomn mammgnmo g9 bmal gnMdgmo 1dbndzbgmmagsabglbos
Logomnggmmb g305656@ 03160 babalb GmEMg3@03mma 3sbamal 33mg3930. 4yd(39, Bobsdgdsemy
LBOG03d0 A3gb  yuMoEgdol aogedsbzomgdm 03 30bszolb §Meadg6@gddy, MMImgddys
5005305600 3MmMGMgG0 ymGoems s@sbama (N11-57:76).

L. ®o65300b Labgem. Lagdomggmmb gMmzgbyma 39dgndal dzoMgsabo mommbgdol gmbodn
N11-57:76  Loob3gbBotm bmdMob 4393 39O bemob  gadgmal  Ms8gbndg  RMoa3dgb@n
96000695, 0330 ©DNsbgdal bomabbabs s Mbsbymo Bsd@30g3980L aodm Gommoas 0dab
@735, yzgms gmbs ©s 03539 FMggmb 9390360L o sMs. 53sb 9358 gds gotgdmgds, HmA gb
3M3396@gd0  94L3gEo(30980y dmdmBgbomo s YLobEgdme gsmbmamo  LadsMb(gd)owsb
3m30bsMgmdlL. 34qsb aodmdnbamyg, h3gb gobznbomagm dbmmme 038 mMbsdgb@nmgdmm
3M3396@gdL, Mm3gmacs, hgdo Do, Yorame gfon Fncgmalb bsBoemoas. dgbadsdobaw, A6l
Babodgs  M980gb08g BoBgbo, mIgmoms bywsdomdg  gobomBgzs  Bomzbgbs  3Mmggomdoa
353mbabemn 5©830560b Lobal Bgws Bobamgdo — LEmEo 86 MEbsg 3gbosba (3b3060 (BFMeadgb@n
03 sgomsl go@gbomos s Morgmos dbBo ®7gds), 3oM(3bgbs mgom-BsMdo, dndmo o
bggmmo 3ol 3nmumgdo, 353m 339000 yzendsmobs @s mmyolb gMogdgb@n, B3gM-mmgsdosbo
30Mob 6sBoemo o 30093 ghmo  §Meadgb@n, Mm3gmag bdnds 3ol godmbobymadsl wbws
BomBmog b, ods dub@ow o Jogbowsaqds dgdm@Bgboem  Boboml  (s0bBadbyemo
RM3896@0 aMogogmm Bsbsddg 803mbooggo me30L 9®gda, od(zs, o6 gsdmazMozbogm, ab
a53mbobymadol Lbgs @g@omb, sg. GobLaz8mal bsBombaz bomdmowagbwgl) (§od. 1-7,8).
330 505305b0b Lobobs, Modgbndy BMeadgbE by 3gdmmbgbaemo BgM@nmgdobasb dgoaqgboro
3omo a35dmg3L Lodyomagdsal, smgoanbmm 3mMEBMgE 0L LosdgwsedoMnsbn @mbo ©s dob
35Mdgdm dgdmzmagdymo  Bgm@nmmgobo  dImba@hmgds (&od. 1-7,8). Aggbsdg dmmbgyemo
BM533d9b6@gd0 (3bosymaxl, MGm3 bogdg vbws 33Jmbogl FNMggmmsb, Gm3mal dbsdgmmm
308MmM37dsL BoMB3maagbs (396@Mom & dgmamombda gsdmbabyyma Bgg@mmbaba 35853530
dom(3bgbs 3Mmgamdn. o3y Mbos ©ogsdsGmm, Mmm3 LEMmosw dgbadmgdgmos mbndbyemo
(396@Mom Mo gamombo 939036mmgLb 03 30b6s3L, MmM3mal BHoymon, odsmo Jybmo sbggy
99L390(305807 asbsmbom dobomadns bomImeagboema (N11-57:75) o Gm3moab (396@&Mocm&o
dgamomba(g 8dm3@3Mggmos (§od. 1-3). dgbodsedobow, hggbl Bobsdy Bomdmmagds 3gM(3beals
%530 (36 mobgomn) (396830 o@Sbamo m@MbsIgb@nmgdyma dgoamomboo. bLogsmeome,
58539 F9Ogmob (396@MomnMo dgoomambol Mgmogynd LaMGygmb Mbos dnginmgbydbmegl
3omobgdnmo g3Meadgb@n, Mmdgmoai dgdmmsmbgmom mMbsdgbGoMmgdnm BoMxkn@gdosb
90mo@sd  Jmmgd30930 ©d3Ymn, 0g03g LoobzgbGomm bm3Mal J39d (&od. 1-7). 38335300
3G gBmo 303mbabymads s Bg@mEormmageba dmBambmgdol g@omgdo 396 3bmalb mbgm
BoOB0GObgs oGsbon, Mol bagndzgmbgz 048965 dmsdgdmnmgds, Hm3 dabo gmo s@nco,
gododo dmbgdoesb aodm3enbafy, 3mMEMaGmasdmbobmgdosbn Gomgogs bgdmmsb oym
336mo ®o30b dgadoMdy 96 3gamombol J3g0s Lamhymdg, Mmdgmoaz Jybemmsb 0gdbgdmws
domRomymo. LEmG g0 93 oMzl ©s3gmgdabes s dJoMhomanl sgorma dgbsdmms ymgznmoym
ogdMmo BMommo Mamoganco LomEygmom (09 Mgmoganco LoMmBymalb gMmeadgbdo o3
FOggmb 9390360L, 35d0b (396@FMomMo dgamombolb ©0sdg@Mma ©asbe. 11-12 b3 bBm3ab
Mbes ymgnmoym).

o) 0zomb  gomogezmado  39MEbmob  x0dgdL  (396@Momyc  Fgomombdo  @s@sbama
3mMGM98gd0m, MHmIgmoz omdmfgbomoas oMs bmemme  LojoGmggmmdo, oMsdgm  MHmab
0339600l 3639 G gMn@mMogddy, dgazodmos 3meggmol 39Mbemob dnGgmolb Logemomom
BmEdo3  om3zoa0bmo: 83  Jgdobzgzedaz  baddg bws  g3dmbmgl  adam zommgdash,
335 Jnbmnsb ©s mEbsg 30M3myMom boabgoednmnsh xsdmeb, GmImol dbs@zMymo
3o8mM3gds  (396@™dn,  BMbomMAdn  @o@Sbamo  033gMdGmMal  3mEEGMgGo  oym. oy
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3530035m0bB0bgdm aoMg3magdalb, Gm3 qdLb3gmn(3088g smdmBgbama Bogmgdal 3memgdznsdo
(30 396 (3bmal 30l BAHoyma Jybmo 33m3G 3G gnmo (396@GsmMa dgamomboor (N11-
57:75), ©Gmdgmoi sbggg domomo  baMobbob 3gMbemobasbss  ©dbsgdnmo s Bmbob
dobggoms dobogmns, gudgmolb gmmdol smoagbolb 33gmmds dgbodmms 30093 YRO™
©335%96Mg0gmo  asdmeaglb.  3gM@Ebmol  gsdgdo mEMBsIgbGoMgdmma (3968 MomnEn
dgsmombom  330060b6@ 03960 bobal mMg3@ 030l gfm-gima ©sdsbabosmgdgmo GmMmIss.
Fgmob gb gmEm3s 33630985 033gFammo babob HmIsymma 396 (3bmal Bobs®ddn, 3o o
o@MaLaLIbNEM  GMMg3@n3adn. 3mEMBE G  asdmbobmmgdgdom dgdgymmo  (396@MNE0
3g0smombom ©83d3969dmmo K0dgdo Bomdmmagbomoas sMg0d3gMmammo bobal abgm (36mdae
a56dgddn, Gmammgdozes  dgMmmgzomobs  ©s  JomEgmb3sndgmal, 3m3d3gado  smdmRgboem
dmbgmgomgbs s dgbobrtgl gomol asbdgdo s Lbgs [Avisseau-Broustet & Colona 2017: 262-271;
Niemeyer 2018: 34-35, Painter 2001: plt. 14]. Gm3dolb 0339600l 3GEgm  GgfomMogddy
osmdmfAgbormn oo Momegbmdoo  39Mbmal  gnGigmolb  aobdgdo  (sboymal, ™3
335 3ommgdnsbo,  LoodgmadamMasbn  xdgdo  (396@GemEM  dgomombdo  d@sbamo
396Mbmbaggdl, obg abGMEamm 30M7dL 453mbabagzbgb, 35bLsznmEgdom d3m3nmsmema b.6. I-II
Lo 36993830 Mbs ymagamaym.

3meggool  3mMGMgGnmasdmbsobnmgdost  39Mibmal gL gobrmgbo  3oMomgmgdn
Logomonggmmdo 9dgdbgds. smbadbyma mMbadgbBomgdmmo bo@gbgdol smbgmabsl, 1957 Bl
bodmmaddo gomMan mm3momady 3oMamagmb o3madl om3obobbggzol Lademmazbol N1 Lodsmbdo
om8mARgboen 396 (3bmob 30653086, MM b3 3MmPamda asdmbabmmo 56@0bmgs @@ sbamo.
099339, 938MM0 oM 330535DMBL  3mEggmalb 3MmGEEgEEL bogsMmomom 0©gbdngozszasb
[mmBmsmady 1957: 21]. 563sbabbggal ob@nbmgl 3m@mEMmg@0sba 39M3bemal 306s30 doomma(s,
sbem 3bgagbgdsol 3mummdlb 3meggonlb godmbobymgdsbomsb: bomdmbomgan, obdndzgmo wo
o360l 330630600 dgd 3mo 96@0bmg doMxg9bs d3MmEpamdns Bomdmoagbomoa. dobo doyybGo
Lows bgedoMmdgs asdmygsebomo ©s dmbombmgdamos Mgmoggn®o LaMmEygmom (§0d.l1-1)
[v>30g0dg o bbg. 1955: 33-34; §0d. XLI]. goMms 56@nbmgl 306s30bs, (396@Msmy& dgosmombadn
3mMGM98900 ©sGobomns 5M3obobbggal N6 Lodombdo  s@dmBgbom 3oy ™G 3gG(sbeab
%x53%g, od3e, 93 dgdmbgggzedn Loddg a3od3L dmEgmogHE donb@gdmsb. ©mbadbymo
®53960006 ghm-gEHndg Jommgmsegds Gobg-gmmGmbal bymbbgos godmbsobymagdss @o@sebomo,
bgmdo bogbzol yobboom, bmmm dgmmgdy, B3gHmboba, byydnds, 3bscdndggmoa dsdsgsaczn (od. ll-
2,3) [oogndg o Lbg. 1955: 74-75, 8. LXVII-LXX]. doggbgsogs a8abs, Hmd gb mMo doyb@on
dg3M0  Immmdoms s LEomoom bLsjdome goblbbgsgwgds Jmmggmal 3m&MEGMmgGmmo
3mM330b0(300ba6, 35304HMY, 0LEbo YormmeE Nbs 3sbgobommao ghma &odalb gyMdmal xamedo,
30000006 %53960Lb gm@Is, Bms s (396@MOmYMo  dgsmombol BHoyma  Hgmoggnco
Lo ygmo yzgms 3omasobdy momgdob 0@gb@Mos. od3g ¢bms 5m0nbndbml 3003 ghomo Kodo
635D0bbgz0L N1 Ladomboseb, GmM3mal gm@Is 56@nbmgl, Gobgbs s B3gMmmMLaBA 8s3s 330l
3mMGM9Bgd0sbn  xs39d0L  baosgbos, ondems, 3emmE  BMbom3dn  3MmMEMgE o
3M33mbozns o6 a3bzmgds [s3ddndg o bbg. 1955: 34, §0d.XLII-1,2]. Bgdmor Rsdmmgmoaemo
396360l %3900 50M3obabbgznseb ob.6. Il b-ob boboMdsss gosbmgdamo [dohsdgema 1983: 96,
99, 113; Mayabenun 1976: 38-52].

303035(30L  dof3bgbs  3Mmgamom  dg33mm  gmeggmob  39MEbmolb  godL  gobemmabo
3oMomgmo  9dgdbgds dognbgmol  3mmgzecol Lomgmasadn omdmhgboem  ®8d0sb, Gmdmal
(3968Mdo o3l s3Mgmoanbol dmmgGmgamo dogb@os godmbobymo (§od. 1l-4). 3oc b
036 9mobol 396 3bemal K80 Lodggm mgsbal Bgzc0l Lo zmegsado bbgs dgomgel bogmgdmsb
96mo@ 1946 Ggmb o0mdmhbos, odze badgzbogMm Mm@ gMoGMmado 3magz0569600 0hobs msogo
(e@gbomgmdoo BaMdmeagbomos bLodmb  gobsdasl  LodoMmggmmb  gMmzgbyma  3ndgedal
st ggmemaonmo bogobdymal gdbdmboz00dy) [sx30d0dg 1973: 59-65; dohodgmo 1983: 108-109;
Mauabenn 1976: 48-53]. xo30 @sdDogdggmos domamoa bamobbol gg@3bmobasb, ozl daboyma
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390mgd0 s 3M0oms, baws bgmsedoMo. edam 3ommgdasban Kedo MmEbsg 30MmIMyFnmos, bmem
3060l 30y MmEbsg 3gLdgmadama. 543 odsma EMamma Juybmmo (dbmdgda: osdg@mo — 20.5 b3;
Lodommg — 7 b3; dgomombol nsdg@mn — 6.6 L3). (396@Mdo EGbamns ImmMmgacno
3g0amombo, Mmdgmoai Mgmoggncn baMGygmomss dmBsmAmgdymo. s0bndbymoa LadGymob
dos dbatglh Ggmoguaeo dmmo bdoMo bogogzgdomss ogsMmon, Mo, ghoo dgbgogom,
Bgm@ommzabo  dmBomBmadol  Jmodgdomgdsl  48bal. ImmgMmazoma 3mEmEM G0  Mm3ob
033965&mMb, 5b&™b0bgdol nbsbBal BoMmd3mdsagbgml, 36 3L s3Ggmonbl g3mmgbol (161-
180 b6). 0339Mo@mMo gsdmbabymons domzbgbs 3Gmanemdn, dmgmyg badnds mdoms ©s bzgM-
Mengadom. mo3L 1133mdL @egbalb 3g06a3060, GM3mals 353 3mmo dogms 30LgMmeb dmemggds.
Bo6bg o330 Lond3gMeGmEmm  Imbobbsedn, GMImal  M306Mgds ©s  FomoGo IbE5ddy
9omobGNEMdss  godmbobymo  (§od. 1I-4). domosbo 3mEmEBEgG0  domomdbs@zfmn
dgbEmmgdamss godm39dnmo, bobol bs33mgdals dmygsbommds gdgb o6 0bg93L, HmI Logdg
o3l 03 gmobosb  a3943L.  dogobgomal  domgnl  sgGgmonbol g9 sbemal 30653y
3603369mm3o60s 3080 3sRsdgmals 33mg3s, BMBgmasi Ibs@3EMmm-bEomabB Mo sbomabal,
ommob  dobdomdg  033gEe@mEal  3obmema@a  Jobobosmgdgmgdal  (33momgdobs o
bgmmgbgdal Lbgs 60dndgdob sbomobal Logmdzgmdyg, daGdgma ob.6. 170-0560 Bmgdoom
ssmdMoms [Mayabenn 1976: 48-53]. o439 360d3bgmmzgebos  5@0badbml, Hm3 dsgabgmal
3963bmolb 30bs3o MYdg 0mzmgds gemego b0odydse, Las domznlb vgMmgmogbob
3G90 go3mbabamos 396 3bmab Fncggmdg [Mavabenn 1976: 52-53].

96m0 dgbgzoms(z 3gbadRtgzos Abgszbgds 35306900l o 3nb 36 gmombob 3mG MG LS ©s
3ggmdn 3m8mBgboem 3535 35(30L 3MMBMgGL ImEOL. Jmeggonlb gsddg dgdm@Bgbama Lsbab
bo3zomgda — LEmMo (56 mEbsg 39bnsba), dmamdm (sbgofn, dg3Gmmo boMmdo o mgzam-duwg,
2dmbgmmo yzModsmo, Gholb 3nobgbmsb sdzgdmoa mgzedn s bydngs mds bzgfa — domnsb
99basgbgds  dsg0bgonl  39Mbmolb  ®0dDy  oGSbarm, 033gMmoGmEal  bgdmmombyMae
3G9 @L (&od. 11-3,4). asbbbgoggds dgobodbgds dmdgddo o dmmgMmggdado, omdzs gb
mMma0399M0(355, 30000056 bLd43g a3943L oMd ™ME SboMgoM 3MMGEYESD, MedgE ™M
Lbgoabbgs 6sdMdgze6meb, dgbadmms sdbsgdnmb Mmab bbgswsbbgs dmbs3ggmdo, baws(s
96m0 dgsMgdoo dz0Mg dmdgddns dgbemadamo ©d dmmJMmgamos, bmmm dgmeg mebag
0005 5 Jomosbsm 3gMEbEoLasbss sdbsgdymoa. dbasgbos dgoamombols dmAsMAmgds(s.
3eggmol godal dg3mMAgborm RMo3396@ oDy bomdmoagbomo 9@ nmmgsebo EGoyma Romhm
5 Mgmogxmco LdMGYgmo, HmImomsg bdgzsMayEmE, MMbsdgbGnMgdymo BoMgoGe xsdab
3L3gMdy 0ym ©8ogMgdmmo s goMdgdm@mEydymo, sbgzg Sbrmb ©asl dsgobgomal xodab
3905ombals dmRsmBmgdobomsb. ¢bos 5x0bndbml god@n, Mm3 bdoMow, oM nb sgMgmogybol
dmbg@gdol  o39Mbdy oGSbar Fob 3MmOBEYEL goMdgdm  sbommagoya, by ommzsbo
dmBomBmagds dgdmmyggds (3og. God. I-5). 8basgbgds dgobodbgds 3mmggmal 3mEGEGgEme
30dmbobyymadabs s oMzl ogMgmombol  (3om3gmem  Imbg@qddy  bomdmeggboem  dab
3mMGM98gdLb dmMoba(s. Bogomoma, 3mEggomabs s d5306900L 3m@E M@ gdmsb yzgmady
Sbemmb sl 033gMo@mmal dogm 164-165 Bmgddn dmgmoammn ©nbsto bmdtmom RIC 1, N 898,
mdmolb  939MLDg  9bGMb0bdol  @absbEoal sbomasbdMs dmbstjo dbgogbo  dsbgMom,
356 (366ommdom, Lobal Bsgzmgdoms s 3obgMmsb dg3Emmo dogmom odmemagdamo ©sxbab
330633060005 g53mbobmmo, cmd(30 oM g396s 3BMuam3o.

3meggoob 39 ibmob %03y ©oGdbama  asdmbobymgdol  IbsG g mm-bEomabE Mo
sbomabobs s dmdngdyma 3oMomgmgdal Logdzgmdg 3g0dmmd, Gm3d dgbodmgdgmos o3
dgdobggzadoz Loddg a3dmbogb doM3zmb s3Mgmonbol 3mMEGEM9G0sh. oydzs, 3MGEMgEGNL
BM03396@mmdol  a0dm sbggzg 396 3odmgMosbogom, xoddy oMbyl 96 SbE™Mbabgdals
©0bsbEBNoL Lbgs boMm3mdoggbgmo aymb  gsdmbabyma. 3meEggmal 3m@EMgG L dom b
036 9mobae 00096@050(3005056 bgmb 1bymdl dgamol msfomn s (3em3gmmo badsmbgmmo
06396 96M0(3. bLadoMmmzebo gomEan mmImacmndgl ob.6. Il b-0b dyo babgdoms s Igmmg babgzom
393L @omsMomgdyymo [emmdmomondg 1957: 169-171]. dgamol omsMmomgds gyMbmds dobamal
b5 3 m-bEomabE NG  SbomadL, JgoMmgdom Igomebs s BndabsGognm  dabamob,
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smBmAgboeml GBmames 9Jb3gn0e8mg, obg MIgsmme  gdb3gmanalb dog®  dgLBagemae
LodoMbgddo. 3meggmdn sm8mhgboemn 54 3mbyBoesb 35 gdbdgrnznedmg >m8mAgboemn s
dmammgomo bogmgdals 3mmgdz0sdns Bamdmmagbomo s Mormmos 0dob mdds, oy Gm3ge
Lodombdn Medgbo s MMIgmo dmbgG o nym Rs@obgdymoa. 3mbg@gddo a3bzmgds demgdbobomyg
35390mbgemolb mdmmb 3mmbama LEGsEgMgda, 53a39LbELAL 39MbEmOL bsMgda (sb/ws dscn
2@30mmdM030 30bsdadgdo), am@omdglb ©Msddgdo s Mmdsgmoa 033gMeGmMgdal 3gbamoagemo
©0M5439d0 [mmdmsmady 1957: 169]. Rggbmgol gsbbsgnmMmgdom LoymGemgdms Hmdab
033965@mMgdal 3gboGoymo aEMs]dgdn, MmMImgddsy 33390Mo@ gobbadmgms badsmmgbal
JOMbmmmans.  3meggmdn  s@dmbgbamos dznn (300 3gLaMonmo  omsedds: oMb
036 gmombol (161-180 66) (1(3), s@dmRgbamos gdb3gmn(3088my (89d. 1-5); 56&mbabyL 3ogbol
(138-161 66) (1(3), 3mPgbamos 9Jb3gn(3088@y; dMsbgbo (117-138 B6) (2(3), smdmABgbomo
99L3gE0300L Bogm Ladsmba N4-do; Bgmzobo (96-98 66), 1 (30mmo smImMAbws 9JL3gon(3003wmy,
beeom 2 (3oem0 94b3gnz00b 3oge badsmba N4-3o [enmBmsmndg 1957: 92-99, 151-155, 171].

Mmam@y gbgego, bmdnddsGognma doboms bLodsmgsebl ob.6. |l dgmeg bobggzstdo
0333bg8bL, M3 Iggbedsedgds GmM3dn sb@MB0badal Bmmgabgmdal babsb. s939 dgndmgdgmoas babo
o6 ao39bzom god@L, Hm3 Lbmmgo gdL3gn3008my smdmBgboma bagmgdal 3mgd(0sdns
boMmdmeagbomo Mmam@z 3m@mEMg@nsbo 39Mbmal xedo, obg dofmznlb s3Mgmonbobs ©s
bGMbobL 3onbolb 3gLsMonmo oEMs]dgda. s3Mgmombol Bgdmmembadbyma ggG3bmab
3mby@o (nb396. N0.9304), Hm3gmbdy(3 083gMs@mMn maz0Ma30bmoas 3odmbobmma, 303s0m 30ab
39LoM0sd0, Eisbmmgdom 161-166 bmgddn ImgMomo nEMJs8580L gMm-gMm  35M056E)L
bom3moggbl (sd. I-5) [RPC IV.3 no. 7025; Syd., N331v; loneHko 1964: 39-40, 105]. 3g304mmd,
LENmgdomsz 9Mds gsd8mMobyma s3Mgmombol 8mbg@e s dobogg 3mEmEMmg@nm dq339emo
bogmo gfmo LadoMmbosb dmIabamgmdgl. bLszombol dgbbogmabsl Mayymos o6 goRbogl
300bggdn, o Medgbo mmaoznMos, Jmeggonlb ®sddg 033gMoGmmal 3mEEMgGn ogmb
©58560mn? 5b Mmam® s0dmAbrs 033gMs@mMal 3mMmEMgdnm d933mmo gb dgomgsbo bogomo
LogoMmnggmmdo? aadm dg@oE, Lonsb dmbzws gb xsdo Jmeggmdo, JoMmmolb Lodgymb
qoddomadol, 3;3bgmal d0mds? 0dobscmgzal Gm3d Rzgb dog&m dgdmmogadgdae ImbLodMgdal
Lodystg d9380@mom, bmmm 83  Foobzgdl ©sdoxgMgdgmo  3obmbo  asggm, dmyma
39053bgmm HMBabs ©s 08g600b Ladgxrmb NMMNgENHMEgdL 8b.6. I-Il bam3mbggddo.

d3.6. | b-ob dgmMg bobg3zMoESb 0dgMns-3mmbgmol abBmMmasda sboma gfMs sm0bndbgds,
F)ma[]QmG doﬁm'g]qw b0836603§)m Qm@)gﬁo@)‘gﬁ)oan QOBJBOQﬁUE‘)‘QQO @3680600)
‘230060680360 bobom’ o6 ‘Bmdommo boboo’ dmoblgbogds s dFnMme Mzo3d0M©gds
Logomggmmdo, s bdmgomsm 3o33obosdn, Gm3ob 033gMonlb gs8mAgbsl. dg.b. 65 Bgmb
Logonggmmdo 3mad3gnbob gomab dgdmbgmal dg8wgg Jommmob Ladgam Mmdobawdo gobomym
053mM 300090mgds30 bes gomsbmmoaym, m9d(3d MmM3nbodn dm@mRamgds domygsy, d3.6. 30-0560
Bmgdosb, Mbws hogbszzmgdabs Lodmgegdamgm wMmngmmmdgdl, Moz JoMmmolb dgggos
F330000 3memo@ognco Lzmgdoo bos ymayomoym asb3ommdgdmm [dMsggzadg 2021:71;
Gagoshidze 2008:12]. ®m3dbs o 06gM0sl dm@ol sMbgdmmo Lodmgogdofgm NHMgMcmMdgdo
mMogg dbaMobomgol dmdggdnsbo ©bos ymggamoym: ndgMos Gmdol boboo dmogmo oM@ bommals
gmesado sMogmo bamagdgmb bgosegws, dsm dmmal s 3oGamo Ggmo@mmngdolb ©edGmnbgdsobes
5 93mbmdogn®  3gmomeemgmdsl. bmmm  MHmdobogol 0dgMos LEMsGganym  bodbgomm
3oMBbomMb BomBmaagbrs 39335L00d0, Moy gobLygnmMgdom 360d369mmzsb0 nym 3smonal
0339600bs s 9M3gb05bmdb e30M0b3nMgdgdal BmMbdy. 33sbmebagy, Jotormal 3ggygdcsb
Lodmgoegdamgm NEmogMomdgdom MGmALb dggdmm 3mbGMmmo ©s96gbgdabs Ladsmmggmmby
353535 360d369mmmgzob Logogtm adgddy o Moz yzgmsdy dmagatns, Atmamm 3o335bombals
3005bobgmamaddg, Mo mez0Lb bz, BOammeg35Logm  Fm3madatgms  mamgdobash
03396 00b LabdmzMgdal o(330L ¢860d369mmm3569L0 goS6E 0 nym.

m30-009600L LadbgEMM-3mmo@0nGn smmosbbol 068 9bLonMmds sb.6. I-II LL-do, Gm3do
Bmogonbgdobs o 96@Mbabgdal bgmdalb bobsdo, ofs dbmemme bgfammdom Bystmgddo,
06039 JoMmmol 5@ gMnsmuM 3mEMadoz mzombasmmog s0bsbs. gmogombgdals bsbsdo

145



Joormolb  89%990Ls s MmBalb  0339FMeGmMgdL  dmeMab  sMbgdmem  Ladmgezdomgm
MO00gMHnmdgddg  mzsmbsmmog 358 939madlb  dsbgoolb  ob.B. 756. 39L35L0sbgL LGS
39 dbygemn Bombgfmom, Gmdmal dobgogomss 033gMa@m@ds Mmdol dgamdat JomMows@gl,
Joonmob 39539L @gsgomsdal gomageban gomdsgms [bg@gmgma 1958: 5-20; Gagoshidze 2008: 18,
Braund 1994: 227-230]. sb.6. Il L-ob oLOBY0LAn MMB0-0dgM00l  LodbgMm-3mmog oz
3m03bLoL @abE MM sbggg MMITn sMBmAgBaemn 535DobL3nl bagmagol Jgob Bambgms, HmImals
dabgzoms 0dgM0ob  89xal, domFosdglb dds 83sDobdn, G@Imal  Laddmdemm  30b3nab
39608ggbmsbss, Es0m3s 3oMmgmgdmseb dMdmmada [gombRndzama 1975: 245; Braund 1994: 230;
Sauer et al. 2020: 866, 984].

s@M0obgbs o ol  3gd3300Mg  SbEMbAbgdoL  bgmdol  bemgddo  3mmo@ogygMo  ©s
©03mm3sG0nMmn YOHM0gMomdgdo Hmbs ©s 0dgMnsb dmMab 3owgs NBO™ ab@qbboymo mbrs
a53beaMaym, Mol dgbsbgdsz Mmam®(s sMdgmemmaomma oboms, abg bgMammdomo Bystimgdo
dmagombmmdqgb [Scriptores Historiae Augustae |, Hadrian, 17. 10. 11-12; Cass. Dio, 70. 2. 3].
13603369mmM3569L05 5@MNsbgL nbEBMENZMBLAL, gmoyl L3sMEB0gbal (36mdgdo 0383gMsGMMLS s
3o0b3sb [1-b ImEolb dmggbol dodm(3zmol momdadg [SHA, Hadrian, 17. 10. 11-12]. 0dg60ab
Lodgmmb  dm3zegdomgmdal  360d36gmmds  MmBabmgal  gobLagmmEgdom  babasbdmmos
bGMbobL 3oybol 3dommnggmmdabsl GomL3st Il-ob gobodom Gmddo. Bystimgdals (36mdoom,
cm3do Robmmo gombdsbo s dobo mgsbob bg3@mgdo 033gMs@m@MBs oo 3s@nznm doomm,
000G 0dgM00b  gogsmmmgdnmo LodmgMgdo o GoMbAsbL bgds oMM 3o30@mmabdy
3LbzgM3mo dggbams [Cass. Dio, 70. 2. 3;. SHA, Pius, 9. 6].

0b.6. I-1l bLL-30 AMIn-08gF00l LadbgEMM-3MmoG 0 MMo smosblbobs ©d ©a3mmdsGoyma
MON0gHnmdgool  sMdgmmmaon@a  bodbomgdo Joomoabs s @sbogmgm  LagdsMoggmmb
3o@gMoom®  3mBMcado  IMogmo dmadgdbgds. o3 dbMng  mgombslobms  dzbgmab
s@ggmemaon dgamgddg (635babbggal, dogabgmal, LadmsegHmbs s bgg@nbmamal gdmb
LodoMmzgbgdal) s dzbgmal domBs s@dmRgbomo ©oagzsMmgsbos badsMmbgdol 0bggb@omn,
mdgmms  bobomo  Azgbdo  MmPoEsb  admmds@ogmn abgdom  bos  dmbgzgoMomoym,
Lond3gMoGmm dmggbol Loboo. 033gMoGmmal dogc dmggbal wofngqgds (Imperial largitio)
mog0bo  4399936000m3go0bogol  ©s  Ladbgmm  dmgzezdomggdobomgol  Gm3al  033gMnsdo
3930390 3Mod&oge ogm. Lond3gMmoGmmm dmggbal go(3980L Logombgdol mMasbabgds
3oL BbsbLms 306abBEl Imgamamdada dgEoms, Go(3 3ol gddemgdsedazss sbabyymoa: Hmdab
0339600l 9860d369mmm3569L  s@3nbobGMozonm  ©m3ndgb@dn  —  Notitia  Dignitatum
boM3meagbomos 530bsbbms dobob Mol 3dmads, HmM3gmbdyy aodmbobymoas Lond3gHmoGmem
dmggbo (largitiones) [Niemeyer 2018: 88-89, LyyM. 77]. Lond3gMoGmEm dmggbdn BoMdmmaqboemo
0ym 033gMsGmMnl dmmgMmgamo 3mMGMgGn, 39M(Ebmob mabaMgdo s gosmgda, mJMmb
dmbg@gdom go3Lgdmo 39M3bmol mebamgdo s bagMalb Jobgdo, mdMmb gmomagdol gmdab
BoOB0GJo0 s dommgdo s bbgs.  dgbedsdobow, (3bons, M3 suMgnbgdo s ggczbeab
Fneggmo Lood3gHoGmmm dmggbol gobyymagmoa 6sboemas. LbmMgw 9308m3d doRbgymos, Gm3
Logommnggmmdo smdmbgbamo Mmdsmmo sMgbgdo, ImgMomn momddob yzgms 0d3gMs@mal
Lobgmoom, EM3gmmogsb yzgmsdy sMgnmo 5339bEnLOL sy gnbas (d3.6. 27 — sb.6. 15), bmem
yzgmody a300bgmo  3mbLESbiamL 1I-b (337-361 66.) LydgModo o oMsgdo dgambges
om3mAgboema (sm35bobbggn, Lodmogmm, dogabgma, Lgg@nEbmgzgmon, sGegzabdofoa, gabgsomo,
bmgmg, by, dogdgobms ©s Lb3s), B396msb Lond3gHo@mem dmgzgbol Loboo bwos
dmbggomomoygm  [dg@mbas  2015:  38-39].  sqyMgbgdol  gyembojoem  godmyqbgdab
sfggmemaonMoe ognjbofMgdygmo dgdmbggzgdo 9M3sbabbggolb N2,  bmgmagl dnMyemo
03mEadobs 8 gomPsr rdnsl badsMbgdowsb (bgg@nbmamal gdm), Lsnd3gFMoGmmm
3dmby@gdolb 860d36gmmdals s @aMgdymgdsl sanmmdmngn 3dscmnggmgdobomzal  3owgs
MBOEM boomom bomImohgbl. dommgzgal gb bogmgdo 03bwgbo dgocmgsbo dmggbo o6 gomom
Mbos ymgomagm, Hmd dom ©g3mbLEMs30mmom aymbsjoem 88oMgdmbab [sgodndy s Lbg.
1955: 44; sg3odndg s Lbg. 2003: 83, 90; odgmadsoman 2022: 220; dgHmdos 2025: 130; dgmmbos
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2015: 38, @od.l, 8-9]. stggmmmaonma doboms (3boymylb, Mmd bsnd3dgHsGmem dmggbals
dmdomdgds Joonemdo ob.6. Il bL-ob 3o bobgdbs dgmeg babgzsomb, sMnsbgbs ©s sb&mMbabgdals
335Mm39mmdaly g8mbggas. ob.6. Il bam3mbgl aobgzmmgbgds s8sbobbgzalb N1 s N6 Lodsmbgddo
s3mAgboema Ladn ggM (3ol BgdmEbLgbgdymon Kedn, HMIgmmagsh gMmdy Goby FmMENbal
a0dmbobyymgdes oG sboma  (Gabg-gmEmGNbsl  3nmEo  gobbsnmmgdom  3m3ymomyyemn
3b@mMb0bgdal bobsdn gobs), IgmEgbg 0d3gMoGmmMa sMsbgl nb@0dnma dgamdata s6@nbmg,
beenm 89bs89dg B39OMboba 8535 35(30L d3mEMgmngR Mo damb@o, HmIgmoaz Bgdao FmbsdEgdom,
5350 0339M3GME 5M056gL bos 3odmbobagmgl. s0bodbymo FnGggmo s Jobmab gfMmsw
0635Dabbgz0l, dogobgmabes ©d bLodmsgmmb Lodemmzbgddy smdmhgbomn sMNbaL syMgmbgdo
dgbadmms a0300bOmm, Bmam@3 5M0sbgl abGMM3mMbob dogM sEMsbgbs s GomLEsk I1-b
dmEab 8mbbgbogdmmo @admmds@ommo dm3qbolb dodm33mal o6 dgmmmaonca sb@nco.

ob.6. Il LL-do, 9b6GMBAbYdoL FFoMmngzgmmdobal gsd3madsgboemn dmggbo dgbademms aymb
309b 396960b (161 — 169 b6) 3mEmG 9@ 0sbn 3935 (30b0bdofal gobdasb, Mmdgmacs XIX b-abs
30byEmnmb 5s0dmBbrs s 1907 Bemnsb gMdn@oydos oo [06s0d30moa 1993: 10; Braund 1994:
188, LyyM.12]. (30bobdo@m3n sMdmAgbormn Lsnd3gMoGmEmm g93s ©d Bobmsb gMmmaE 39M(3bmal
msbgomo §obg BmMGbol godmbabymgdom, (3ombobow, Gm3symo 0d3mMEns [Mayabenn 1976:
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The Mystery of the Silver Bowl from Kideeti, Georgia: Is this a Portrait of a Roman
Emperor?

Summary

This paper examines a silver vessel discovered in 1941 at the Kldeeti cemetery, Georgia, aiming to
propose a new interpretation regarding the identification of the male portrait depicted on its central
medallion. Fragments of the medallion, together with pieces of its decorative frame and a section of the
bowl!’s low ring foot, were uncovered during earthworks conducted by local villagers. As a result, crucial
contextual information, such as the number of graves excavated and the precise association of artefacts
with individual burials, has unfortunately been lost.

Alongside the vessel, coins and other luxury items, including an adornment with a gemstone
engraved with a male figure, were also recorded within the same assemblage. Based on the stylistic and
comparative analyses, together with the numismatic evidence, the Kldeeti cemetery has be attributed
to the second century AD.

The surviving fragments of the medallion depict a bearded man in left profile, characterized by curly
hair, a straight (or possibly ridged) nose, and a raised eyebrow. The composition was likely framed by a
dotted circular band and a relief ring, as suggested by the preserved fragments. Although the damaged
condition of the medallion complicates identification, close parallels can be found among the imported
Roman silverware of the second century discovered in the Armaziskhevi royal necropolis. This group of
shallow silver bowls, distinguished by their low ring feet and decorated central roundels, includes
examples portraying Antinous, the Tyche-Fortune, and a bearded man, possibly Emperor Hadrian(?).
The Kldeeti portrait shows the closest resemblance to the silver bowl from the Bagineti sarcophagus,
which features a gilded central roundel depicting Marcus Aurelius. The similarity in facial features and
in the framing of the medallion suggests that the Kldeeti bow! likewise portrays Marcus Aurelius or one
of the Emperors of the Antonine dynasty.

The didrachms of Caesarea of Marcus Aurelius and Antoninus Pius found at Kldeeti, together with
the discoveries across Georgia including the gems and aurei of the Roman emperors, indicates that
imperial gifts reached the Kingdom of Iberia during the reign of the Antonine emperors. This assumption
is further supported by the written sources emphasizing the intense diplomatic interactions between
Rome and lberia. It is therefore proposed that the Klideeti bowl! represents a portrait of a Roman
Emperor and that such vessels supposedly arrived in Kldeeti as redistributed imperial gifts from the royal
court at Mtskheta. The date of the Kldeeti cemetery and its location within the borders of the Kingdom
of Iberia further reinforce this interpretation.
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